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G erald P. Kenney was born on January 29th, 1938 in East St. Louis, Illinois to

Tim and Virginia Kenney. He was the 2nd born of 5 children to the young
couple. Jerry (as he was known to everyone) grew up big, strong and handsome and

before graduating high school he and his older brother together won a State

Championship Football title (something he loved to talk with his grandsons about).
In 1956 he started college at Virginia Polytechnical Institute (later to become Virginia

Tech). In 1957 he married Barbara Ann Huffstetler and began a small family. In 1960
he started working in Langley, VA for what soon became known as NASA. In 1961, he

and his wife along with their 2 oldest children transferred to the Houston office of

NASA. While working for the space agency and completing his education at the
University of Houston, he and Barbara added 3 more children to the fold, bought a

house in the Sagemont subdivision of Houston, and settled down for a permanent
life in Houston. He had a 45+ year career in the space program, working on the

Apollo program, Space Shuttle program, and even the European Space Station

program. Along the way he added on more child to the mix to even up the score at 6
(3 girls and 3 boys). He was an active member in his Sagemont community, serving

as the first ever president of the Sagemont Pool, assisting with coaching duties in
little league baseball and football, officiating football games, and attending as many

of the various events his kids and grandkids were in as he possibly could. Jerry loved
life and loved to fill it with laughter while spending time with family and many

friends. A devout Catholic and original member of the St. Lukes the Evangelist

Catholic Church, he instilled a strong sense of faith and love for God in his children
and his many grandchildren. Only his love for his wife and family came close to his

love for Christ, with his love for golf coming in as a close 3rd. On April 20th, 2017
after a short battle with cancer, Jerry passed away while Barbara held him in her

arms. He is survived by his loving wife of 60 years, 5 of his children, 13 grand
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children, 6 great grand children, his 2 sisters and his 2 brothers. The family takes

comfort in knowing he is greeted in heaven by his parents and his oldest son, Chris.
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Memorial Service

St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic  Church

11011 Hall Road, Houston TX 77089
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Tuesday, April 25, 2017

11:00 AM CT
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VB Vince Barletta  posted:

To the Kenney Family - your patriarch was a great man of family and community - we know he will

be deeply missed! Please accept our sincere condolences and prayers - and keep his fond

memories close.With Love,Vince & Sarah Barletta

April 26 at 7:22 AM

Sean Collins posted:

Deepest condolences to the Kenney family from Sean , Cindy and Katy Collins. We had many fun

times growing up together at the Sagemont pool and camping at Garner State Park as well as

going to school at Stuchberry, Thompson and Dobie.

April 25 at 10:56 AM

TK Tim  Kenney lit a candle in honor of Gerald .

April 24 at 6:53 AM

WF With Love, The Timothy And Vickie Kenney Family sent a Medium Dish

Garden to the Kenney family.

April 24 at 6:38 AM

TK Timothy W Kenney posted:

My Uncle Jerry, You were my Godfather and provided my brother, Michael, and I the grand

example of how a man should live...humorous when possible, serious when necessary,

everything always in stride. Thank you, too, for always being a good brother to my Father, Tim.

April 24 at 5:54 AM

PAGE 6 OF 7



Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Gerald by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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